EPISTLE: 


TO THE 


| Flock of God. 


WHO 


Are called to bear Teſtimony for the 


Name of the Lord at this day through ſuffer- 
ings. Sent unto them tor the building up of 
the weak of the Flock in their moſt precious 
Faith, and for the ſtrengthening of them in 
their perſecuted and i{nffering Eſtate: In which 
allo = their encouragement the purpoſe of 
God in their preſent ſufferings is declared. By © 
a ſuftering Servant of God, whole lite 1s not 
.* dearunto Him for the ſake of the Lord Jeſus. 


on aw the Lord Cod, ſ o ſhall you be eftab Ila 
Believe in bis Prophets, ſo ſhall you proſper, 


| 2 Chron. 20. 20: 


— - em 


Printed in the Year 1665. 
JO, A 122/ (2/ 


”<O_ CEE WTI © 4 Or Pn (moon proggnn_n— ”-” 


. en 


_ Y 


t.— 


An Epiſtle to the Flock of God. 


My Beloved Dear Friends, 


LY, Id HOM the Lord God Almighty hath viiited with his 
Everlaſting loving kindneſs , and unto whom he hath 
cauſed the Everlaſting day to dawn, and the Sonne of 

Righteouſneſs to ariſe, and whom he hath called out of the World, 

and ſeparated from its wayes, Worſhips and Traditions, and from 

the defilements and abominations thereof, that you might be a pe- 
culiar People n1to htmfelf, zealous of Good Works, that he might 
make known unto you that myſtery of his Kingdom, which hath 
been hid from ages and generations paft, that fo you might ſtand 
faithfirf and true Wieneffes for his name and truth, and appear on 
his behalf in the demonſtration of his own life and ſpirit, and rhat- 
you might bear a faithful Teſtimony for that bleffed everlaſting and 

unchangeable truth(which he hath manifeſted in your inward parts) 
not onely in Dottrine, life and converfation, but alfo by ſuffering 

(forits fake) whatſoever the enemies thereof ſhall be permitted to 

inffi& upon you, that thereby you may be approved not onely in 

the ſight of God, but alſo of all good Men. 

I fay unto you my beloved Friends, prize your honourable, and 
holy calling, wherewith the Lord Almighty hath called you, and 
therein walk with God, and think it not hard nor ſtrange that He 
faffrech you fo long to be tryed and exerciſed in (uffrings as you 
have been hitherto, and are at this day, for your Teſtimony fake ; 
but look over it all, and lift up yonr heads above all, for the Lord 


- hath afſuaredly anend init, for his own Glory, and for the exaltation 


and ſpreading abroad that bleſſed truth waich we profeſs and live 
n, and which we luffer tor, and alſo for the gathering into it many 
whoare yet afar off from Him, and ſtrangers unto him z ſo that 
whatſoever come; whether bonds, or exilement, or what exerciſes 


*foever we meet witha), i1this we may all be ſatisfied, that it ſhall 


make for the furtherance of the Gofpeti of Chriſt, and for good 


untoall who continue their obedience infHiim unto the end,and abide 
A 2 faith- 


faithful unto death, Wherefore (my Dear Friends) if the Lord fee 
ie meet further topermit the enemy to ſift and wianow us,and that 
We muſt yet be further tryed : Nay) if He (houid ſo order it that 
we muſt be a fuffring people pl! pur dayes, jet let.nane be weary or 
faint in your minds,. for inthe Lord Jehovah (wi is ceriainly with 
us) there is everlaſting ftrength, and be fatateth not, netther is weary, 
but be giveth power tothe faint , and to bim, that bath no. might he en« 
creaſeth ſtrength; and ſoiet your Truſt be in Him, and let tit god- 
ly reſolution be pat on (by every one of you) thatwas in F2b; who 
(when God ſuffred Sathan to ſmite and atflict hin) (aid, Th»ugb thou 
kill me, yet will Truſt in thee, And indeed it's far betrer to ſuffer 
perſecution with the Peoplenof God for good conſcience towards 
him, chen to dwel! in the tears of wickedne(s, out of which God 
bath called and redeemed us. 2 8 FEE 
And.my Friends conlider, whether can any go, or whether can 
any fly to. eſcape Perſecutions ? certainly I krfow no place, neither 
do I believe thereis any profelling Chriſtianity except it bein the 
tents of wickedneſs ; For he that will live godly an Chriſt Feſus muſt 
ſuffer: perſecution; And if any. 'to eſcape perſecutions and ſufferings 
ſhauld retury to the tents-of wickedneſs again, our of which by the 
ower and arme of God they are brought, - and ſhould deſert cheir 
\ es ER which God hath commited to them to bear for his name; 
it would.hap.unto them (as the Apoſtle-faid ) according to the old 
Proverb, the Dog is turned to bis. vomit, and the Sow that was waſhed 
to her wallowing in the mire ;, and the -hand of the Lord. would find 
tuch out, and. theterrors of the Almighty would certainly ſeize 
upon them, and. ſurprize them, which would be manifold more grie- 
vous to be borne, then all the ſuffrings that man can  polibly inflict 
npon them, for its a fearful thing to fall into the bands of the livin 
God; for out of his hands no man can deliver, but out of the hands 
of blood thirſty and wicked men God can, and certainly in his own 
time will deliver, all who cruſt in him. : 
Wherefore (my dear Friends) put on boldneſs and courage, in 
the. name of the Lord, and ſtand valiant Witneſſes for his truth 
throughall ſufferings, which is the thing He hath called you unto, 
chat ſo you may an{wer the end for which he hath viſited you, and 
made known himſelt nnto you; for confider, was it in loving kinds. - 
eſs and compaſlion unto you that the Lord vitited you, and made * 
ehoice of you, to be Witneſſes for him, that his name migh be. glo- 
| ned. 
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rified by you? orelſe was it becauſe he had ſuch need of you that 
he could not glorifie his name without you? ſurely all whoare of 
an under ſtanding heart will confe(s and acknowledge that it was 0n- 
ly in loveand meacy unto you that he thus made choice of you to 
ſuffer for his name, and to glorife himſelf thereby, becauſe he can 
work for the glory of his own name as he ſees meet without you, or 
any of you, and can magrnite his puwer in the deftru&ion or deſo- 
lationof a Nation 5r People, (as in time paſt he hath done and is do- 
ingatthis day) though he takes no delight therein; and therefore, 
he hath no need of you for that end, but you have need of Him ; 
ſo that its only in Jove and compaſſion towards you, that he hath 
thus viſited you and alſo that you might have ſtrong Conſolation 
in-your obedience unto him; through all ſuffrings , which he hath 
called you unto. | 
And therefore my beloved Friends, gird up the loines of your 
minds, and keep cloſe 'to and ſtedfaſt with the Lord , and with the 
eyeof Faith look over all tribulations, unto him char is invilible, 
who will outiaft them all,and will be with you in them,and through 


them all,and alſo when they ſhall be no more: For certainly Friends, , 


God hath determined by and through theſe things to exalt his 
\Kingdom,and co get himſelf a Name in the Earth above everyName, 
that every knee may bow, and every tongue confels therennto,unto 
his Praiſe and Glory : And he hath highly honoured us, in that he 
hath been pleaſed co.make choice of us,ard to accept of us to appear 
on his behalfe, ad (by ſufferings) to contend for his cauſe, and to 
bear teſtimony in the life of his Spiric, againſt all Tdolatry and ſu- 
perſtitious, inventions, which bath gotten up in the dark night of 
Apoſtacy, for he hath put the Spiritual weapon into our hands, by 
the which the ſpiritual wickedneſſes (that are in high places) and 
the ſtrong holds of iniquity muſt be beat down; and in vain do the 
Inhabitants of the Earth combine, or take counce] together co ſtop 
or limit this work of God which he hath begun, and is carrying on 
amonglt us, for he will certainly in the end be coo hard for them, 
and they muſt and ſhall affuredly tall before him as their Predeceffors 
did jn times paſt, (who oppoſed his appearance in our forefathers ) 
the Lord hath ſpoken it, and no weapon that's formed by them or 


- that they ſball form ſhall ever proſper or prevail ſo as to accompliſh 


their decree, for God hath faid it. | 
. * Wherefore my friends, with one heare, with onemind, and with: 
one 


+ 
« 


__Dnefpiric ſerve yeethe Lordin newneſs of life, atid continue the af * 
fembling of your felves together in his fear, to wait upon him even 
as if theſe things did not at all attend you, And none be flack or 
backward in your Teſtimony herein for fear of ſufferings, leaft here- 
by you do not only parchafe the diſpleaſure of the Lord againſt 
your ſelves, but alſo weaken the hands of others, and thereby ob- 
cain the greater condemnation; but remember what happened to 
the fearful and unbelieving fpies, who weakened the hands of 1j#ael 
of ofd that they could nor enter the promiſed Land, for theſe things 
were written for our Learning , that we ſhould not cempt God as 
they tempted him, and were deftroyed of the Deſtroyer. For cer- 
raivly Friends, this I have long ſeen, and ſometimes declared alfo 
that if any to whom the vifitation of Gods love hath reached, and 
Gho are now called to bear witneſs to the name of the Lord by af- 
ſembling themſetves together to waic upon him,and to worſhip him 
in Spit ic,and have been perſwaded in theirConſciences by the Light 
of his Son that it was their duty fo to do; I fay (if ſuch for fear of 
ſuffrings for their Teſtimony therein )thall forfake the affembling of 
them(ſetfves cogether (as the manner of fore hath beer J they will 
. certainly bringupon themſelves greater (uffrings ,- ever from the 
hands of mien, and more grievous tobe borne, then that which for 
the affembling of our ſelves together feemes now. to be threatned, 
except they wholly conform co Worſhip the Image that ts made 
unto the Beaſt, that had a wound and doth live; andif ſo,thenas I 
faid before? the Lord God will furely find fach dut, which will be 
more heavy and grievous to bear then the reſt, 47 
And therefore let all be unatimous in your Teſtimony for the 
Lord, inthis day of trying and proving; and bez ftrength and an 
incouragement one unto another in that gift of the fpirit of God 
which from him you have received; and you will certainly find and 
_ eel the Lord preſent with you affiſting and furniſhing of you, with 
al] Heavenly virties, which are needfu)}l or ley for you in 
your preſent and future exerciſes ;. and che light of his countenance 
you will know to ſhine in your Tabernacle, and chat 1s very preci- 
ous, and pleaſant, and comely to behold ; Andindeed it's that a- 
lone which cauſeth us to walk cheerfully, through all eryals and ex- 
erciſes, and we experimentally know that he hath not fuled us hi- 
cherto,' but hath beenalwayes preſent with us to deliver us out of 


many diſtreſſes, yea and affuredly will deliver ns out of all tn his 
| | ; OW1n 


Lord and Maſter is filled up in us; for we muſt be chroughly tryed, 
and proved by ſufferings, and thereby be made manifeſt unto the 
Nations about us, to be the peculiar people of God, before the 
meaſure of our ſufferings be full. 

And my friends, it is not the parpoſe of God, by theſe ſtormes 
and tempeſts that beats upon the building of God (or by the ſuffer- 
ings that attends us) to ſuffer his building or heritage to be laid 
waſt ; No, but thereby to beat dowa all falſe buildings, and outfide 
profeſſions, and to lay waſt the Hills. and barren Mountains, upon 
which the Whore fits, and to make her deſolate; for they by claſh- 
ing one _— another, ſhall be broken one by another, or by bite« 
ing and devouring one another, will be deſtroyed one of another. 
But you my beloved, who keep ſtedfaft with the Lord through theſe 
things, ſhall thereby be manifeſted in the view of all Nations tobe 
the building of God, whoſe ſtanding is upon the Rock of Ages (the 
Mountain of his Holineſs) which all ſtormes, nor the Gates of Hell 
cannot prevaile againſt, (and thereby he will alſo exalt the Moun- 
tain of his own Houſe (where Tfjraels fold is) above all the Hills 
and barren Mountains (upon which we were ſometime ſcattered, 
and from which we are now gathered by the arme and pawer of 
God) that ſo thereunto the gathering of the Nations may be, ac- 

ing to his promiſe, for was it not foreſhewn by the Angel of 
the Lord, unto-his Servant Fobn in times paft, that the Hornes of 
the. Beaſt that ſhould make War with the Saints, Cand whom the 
Saints ſhould overcome) ſhould hate the Whore alſo, and ſhould. 
make her deſolate. 

My friends confider this, and in patience, and confidence that he 
' 3s faithfull chat bath promiſed, let us all wait upon the Lord, and 
be refigned up to be diſpoſed of, according to the councel of his 
will; and let him work, and carry on and proſper his work as he 
ſees meer, for its he alone that worketh all our works for us ahd in 
us; and he knows what is beſt for us, and of what we ſtand inneed, 
and no good thing will he withhol from chem that walk upright- 
ly; and we (who are in the Faith) know, that all things ſhall work 

r our wha love him above all; thereforelet ns give up our 
all unto him, and caſt our care upon him who takes care for us, 


whoſe wayes are unſearchable, and his Judgments paſt finding 


our, | 
And 


foundation which ſtands ſure through all formes and rempeſts,” 
walk togetherinlove, and thereiferve one another; . and ler-fio 
give place co that ſpirit-which would exerciſe Eordfhip over aid 
ther, for that is not the ſerving (piriÞwhich is to be ſubmitted we 
to, 'which begecceth iato Jove and meekneſs, 'and gentleneſs; bu 
that ſpirie will rather beger a root of bitteonels, . whichitnay defil 
any and therefore not to be heeded ; but the love beinigadwelt ind 
- which vaunterh nor it (elf, nor ſeeketh its own, bur anotherso00d! 
that begets its own likene[ss and in this you 'will-ſtir up a ro 
voke one another to love, 'and to good and to charitable works| 
and then by you the Goſpel of God will be adorned; 'and: you wil 
have his bleſſing and peace in your thearts, which jgof / ulre; 
and greater price with the upright inheart, then alſthep|eafares'« 
fin, or gain of oppreſſion 3 and fo by your ſtedfaſtneſs,-faiclifulneſt 
fincerity and fimplicity in the truth, you will even ingage and pros! 
voke the Lord to.appear on yaur behalfes, and to plead. your cauſe 
with your adverſaries, and to ſhorten the dayes. of the wicket! fe 
your fakes. Ando the Almighty God of love and peace be with 
you zll, and multiply the riches of his Grace, mercy, azdpezesr 
ce you alt, that the poor in. ſpirit may be intiched; the:weak at 
feeble ſtrengrhened,and the ſincere in heart eftablifhed and confirms 
ed;and unto himalone Ido commit and commend you all by whoſe; 
Power and loyeunfeigned,[ was at this time conſtrained ta [end'chis? 
Epiſtle unto you, tofſtir you up tofaithfuſne(s, and diligerioe; andy 
_ zeal towards God, and for his cauſe, in which my lovetowards:yough 
and my care for you's manifeſted ; In which 1 alſo.kind]y-falateyag! 
im the bowels of Chriſt Feſus, whoſe life is my life, and whoſe-love® 
hath filled my heart in which I take my ſolace, and reſt 4:2" 8 


E 21 994 


From the Commm Goal at Kendal, Tour truly loving brother, ? 
the place of my confinement, for #n the tribulation, and: 
. -the Teſtimony of Jeſus, and for Kingdom, and Patience . 
" the Word of G , 18th, of the | of Feſus. _ ki 

ſeventh Moneth 1665 8  Jokiah Coale,. + : 


_ THE END. | + -: 


